SORTING & CLASSIFYING
Classifying and sorting is important for developing numerical concepts and the ability to group numbers and sets. It is
an important skill for completing complex sums in the
upper primary years.
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PENNSYLVANIA LEARNING STANDARDS FOR
EARLY CHILDHOOD: PRE-KINDERGARTEN
The Department of Education and the Office of Child Development and Early
Learning use a Standards Aligned System. The Pennsylvania Learning Standards
for Early Childhood are designed to support learning. The key areas explored in
these activities are Counting , Comparing, Sorting, and Classifying.

2.1 NUMBERS AND OPERATIONS—Counting and Cardinality
Big Idea: Mathematical relationships among numbers can be represented, compared,
and communicated.


2.1 PK.A.3 Compare numbers. Create sets of objects with the same or different
amounts.



2.1PK.MP Use mathematical processes when quantifying, comparing, representing,

and modeling numbers.

2.2 ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS—Operations and Algebraic Thinking
Big Idea: Mathematical relationships can be represented as expression, equations,
and inequalities in mathematical situations.


2.2 PK.A.1 Understand addition as putting together and adding to and understand
subtraction as taking apart and taking from. Able to join sets of objects and separate
sets of objects.



2.2 PK.MP Use mathematical processes when representing relationships.

3.2 SCIENTIFIC THINKING AND TECHNOLOGY—Physical Sciences
Big Idea: Physical properties help us to understand the world.


3.2 PK.A.1 Sort and describe objects according to size, shape, color, and texture.

